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Church Phone: 903-677-3034034

Senior Pastor: Jeff Godwin
jgffc@embargmail.com

Pastor of Worship & Media: Eric Lawrence
ericffc@embargmail.com

Administrative Assistant: Jackie Guerrero
jackieffc@embargmail.com

We're on the Web!!
FFCATHENS.COM

Sunday
e Sunday School 9am - 10am
Adults
Youth (6th -12th grade)
Children (5 yrs.-5th grade)
. 10 am
e Worship 10 am
e Children’s Church 6 pm
o Small Groups
Wednesday
« Children’s Bible Study 6:30 pm
« Youth Bible Study 6:30 pm
5:45 & 6:30 pm
e Small Groups

Existing to encounter
God in  authenti,
God-centered worship
and instruction from
His word, resulting
in a connected
community  whose
heart’s desire is to
express God’s glory to
the  world  around
them.
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A Lesson on Love

Love is a powerful force. It is the central story-line is most songs we hear, stories we read,
and movies we watch. We experience love personally in the emotions we feel and desires
we have. Love is so powerful that wars have been fought and lives taken all in its name.
God Himself said that there are three great influences on man that will endure faith, hope,
and love and that the greatest of these is love (I Cor. 13:13).

Of course please remember that God’s view of love and ours is totally different. Man’s love,
whether sensual or brotherly, is usually conditional and has strings attached. God loves
unconditionally with no strings. God’s love, agape, is based on a decision to love which
precedes the emotion. So love decides to love the other person no matter what the other
person does or doesn’t do. It is this love Christ speaks of in John 13:34, “A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also
love one another.” It is with this love that we can love God, one another, and even our
enemies (Matthew 5:44).

Love not only decides but it also does for the person it has decided to love. Love is not love
unless it is demonstrated. You can’t help but show it. Listen to 1 John 3:18, “My little
children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

We are to love in action and based on truth. Did you catch that truth part? So many times
how we feel or what we decide about someone is based on something we heard or assumed.
Not having the facts we treat others based on our perception of them which may not be
correct. Here is truth. The phrase “one another’ in the New Testament means reduplicated. It
means another of the same kind or those who are of us. The truth is that the one anothers in
our Christian lives are our brothers and sisters. We need to remember then that those we are
related_to we are responsible for, with a specific responsibility to love them. That’s the
truth.

I John 3:18 doesn’t however mean we shouldn’t say it, but rather that our words be backed
up by our actions. Christ says in Matthew 5:44”But I say to you, love your enemies, bless
those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use
you and persecute you.” Did you notice the words bless and pray? Bless means to speak
well of. We need to not only express our love to others by praying for them but also by
saying good things about them. When good words about others come out of our mouths they
go into our ears, to our minds, and affect our thoughts about that person. Thus praying for
others and saying good things about them nurtures our love for them.

God calls love the “bond of perfection” in Colossians 3:14. Agape love is the glue that
draws and holds us together. Unfortunately it doesn’t come natural for us. It only comes
supernaturally as we surrender our physical emotions to His spiritual decision to love others.
It is then supernaturally experienced as we do for, pray for, and speak well of those who we
have decided to love, unconditionally. So no matter what you may have heard in a song or
read in a story, “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son
to be the propitiation for our sins.11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.” (1 John 4:10-11). Amen and amen.
Bro. Jeff

“ FAITH WORKING THROUGH LOVE.” GALATIANS 5:6
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY K-ard Child —  Toddlerss MISSIONS DINNER GROUP
urch Workers urch Workers ) . :
KFC NEWS March 1 & 8 March1&8 Jesus said-: The next Faith Fellowship Dinner Group event
Some may or may not be aware of the purpose for KFC (Kids for Kasey & Alex Garcia Debbie Holmes & Carolyn Justice N 4 ; ; will occur on
Christ). KFC is designed to help our kids, kindergarten to 6th grade, put ~ March 15 & 22 - MDgrchb15k§D22 . oélet yo L:jr dl | %h t s t:j' ne b eflor g H1e n, that . they may S, €e
into practice what they are learning at church. We hope to set a Donna Stutts & Kyle For- enniter Diepenbruc lanne Nel your goo eeds an pral sg Yyou l \Y . 0
foundation for serving, fellowship, and obedience to God. We are ester March 29 Safljfdw, Méréﬁ alﬁth
March 29 ; ; ; .. .
Gocided hat this March KFG wil serve our communtly. - On Satrday. Seth & Amanda ol Let us continue to find ways to do good deeds so | Those participants who have already signed up
March 28, we are planning to go and serve others. We may be doing . . that our Father will be praised! In February, the for the dinner group, will be contacted by your
fgggﬁ_‘f{eﬁiﬂ'ﬂ%’fﬁirgn"éor':(\;vj:ging" kids (K-6) are encouraged to join us, and  their parents, too. We hope that you will come be a Youth of our church did the service at South host regarding the location and time of your
KFC Luncheon after church on Sunday, March 29 Place Nursing Home, and it was a huge Marc.h 14th dinner and fellowship. If you have
We invite all kids (K-6) and their parents to stay. We have a few fun things planned, and information to share with parents regarding success! Thanks to all who baked cookies and not Slgned up yet’
Children's Ministry and Kids for Christ. We hope you will join us! participated in serving and Worshiping with the H S 6 r M ns snn ‘
Please, also, be in pray for Kids Kamp.  We are beginning the planning and preparations. residents. If you are interested in becoming involved in the Faith
"Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and | have works; show me thy faith . Fellowship Dinner Group, you can still sign up at the
without thy works, and | will show thee my faith by my works." James 2:17-18 (KJV) We need volunteers to do the March service, Memberdds I nformation Cent
Dﬂ Dean which will be 3:00 pmon March 15th. For more information contact
Please let me know if your group can help. Melinda Campbell or Susan Kelley
Elder Ordination Elder of the Month: On Saturday, March 14 ™ we are having a local
P . sund Our elders are rotating on a monthly basis to provide a liaison Ipetwe rmssmn op'portun!ty, for everyone V\_’ho IS ‘ N URSING H OME M INISTRY
€ase Join Us on sunaay, church leadership and the church family. This elder will serve as # cor  interested in helping others!  We will be meeting SouthPlace Nursing Home Worship Service
March 1 during the morning services person for the church family in case of a need, concern, or ary otl gt the church at 8:30, and going to work on a
for the Ordination of matter that our church may need to addreéshi s Mo nt h o ¢ house for one of our family members.  Everyone on Sunday, March 15, 2009 @3pm
Bro. Terry Campbell. David George 903.681.6008 : : ' Ladies: If you would like to provide cookies or treats please
is welcome, there will be yard, tree, and some drop them by the kitchen before Morning Worship
carpenter work. The work should take about 4 or

Contact Trish McGuffey if your group can help.

5 hours.

FELLOWSH I P M I N ISTRY N EWS We welcome you to come out and join us!!!
Belize: Bob Farley has been in town for the last

We are having a planning meeting on Monday, Matah e Ladies Bible Class room from 5600. If 10 days, and has possession of a new saw mill for February 2009

you are interested in helping plan any events for the CWidehFellowships, Movers & Shakers, Empty his ministry! Church Services are being held in

Nesters, or Young At Heart please let Amanda Pruitt know that you plan to attend. (Pizza will be pravide  garranco and about 6 people are attending, Tithes & Offerings
Praise God for letting the light shine in such a

MOVERS& HAKERS dark village! This has been made possible by our $ 21 19 69.72

Thanks to all who participated in our Bowling Night on FebrudrylP&as a great KigRff event and just church f ami | HhéRarleg mimstryois t .

the first of many fun times ahead! doing well, and is very busy working on the

J training center plans. It looks like the building Belize Missionary
P ESTERS the Farleys as they serve our God in Belize and of March. She will be ministering there in Boom

Please join us Saturday, March @16:00 pm in the Youth Building for Food & Fellowship. (Please bring try to spread the good news to people who only

a finger food item) Creek Village and specifically in the Boom Creek

know darkness!

Village Primary School. Please pray for God’'s
divine provision and protection over Nancy and
that He be glorified in everything that she does.

YOUNG AT HEART Trish McGuffey

We are in need of a few volunteers to help plant events for the Young At Heart. Please contact Amai
Pruitt atAmanda@andrevigster.comor 9036810018 if you would like to help plan the events for this
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